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Edmund Blunden and Japan
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British poet Edmund Blunden taught English literature at Tokyo University in the 1920s, developing

an influential base of disciples, many of whom later taught at universities across the country.

While working in Tokyo, Blunden came to love Japan - and took a Japanese woman back to England
with him when he left. Offered the opportunity after the war to work at the British Embassy and to use
Emnglish literature to rebuild the Anglo-Japanese relationship, he accepted enthusiastically. Three years
after he left, his work was put on an institutional footing with the foundation of the British Council

Japan in 1953.



