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I have two main reasons for coming to
Japan on exchange. The first is simply to
improve my Japanese ability. I enjoyed
studying Japanese at both high school and
university, and my progress was going
smoothly. However, after participating in ‘Komstudy' at Komazawa
University, I realized if I wanted to be able to speak Japanese fluently I
would have to live here for a reasonable period of time. Being in Japan has
not only allowed me to practice Japanese all the time with native speakers,
but in most cases has forced me to. It has also made it a lot easier to make
and spend time with Japanese friends. This in itself has been a lot of fun,
and has made exploring Japan a lot easier and more enjoyvable, but it also
has heen a great chance to practice Japanese in a more casual setting.

The other main reason is that spending a year to live in Japan allows me
to experience Japan properly. Not just as a shert term visitor or tourist.
Although it has only been a couple of months since I arrived, I have
already been slowly growing more and more accustomed to the Japanese

lifestyle and culture. This also includes discovering and experiencing
Japan's cultural differences firsthand, which I think is an important part
of understanding any foreign country.

I look forward to the rest of my time here at Komazawa University, as
I'm sure I'll get the opportunity to greatly improve my Japanese, as well
as a proper experience of Japan and Japanese culture.
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