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REORS \.\> This being the most advanced English course available, its first intention Is to prepare for

studving abroad. Students will get a partial experience of what it is like to take a university
—level course in a foreign country, and therchy have more success from studving abroad.
Students will not study English: they will study something i# English, Lectures, composi-
tions, and conversation practice will concentrate on international social problems such as hu-
man rights. war, feminism. poverty, suicide, sex, racism, euthanasia. abortion. ecology. ete. Al-
ternatively, programs in the history of economic and political thought, and in American soci-
ology, may be used as lecture material.

Elementary level English conversation will not be taught, but there will be intensive prac-
tice every period in spoken English on, quotidian, opinion exchange. and intellectual levels.
Emphasis is placed on learning to converse mfelligently. that is. to communicate thought in
spoken language. Time will be devoted to English composition and to listening comprehen-
slon practice.

The format of the course is not based fundamentally upon the lecture series; during most
of the class time students will be actively producing. in writing and speaking.

Attendance and active participation are most important; only practice improves English.
Please attend all of the classes. The student may miss six classes in the vear and still pass;
if the student misses five classes, the final grade will be one letter — grade less than what the
student would otherwise have received.

Apart from the two final —semester examinations, there will he frequent small exams.
Such exams are not intended to apply pressure; all cxamination is an excellent methed of
fearning. All exam questions will be questions that we have done together in class, which
are printed in the texthook.

Your final grade is the quality of the emplovment that you can find after university gradu-
ation. Never forget that English ability is extremely important when you are looking for a
job: vou will get better employment if you improve vour English this year. This is an ex-
tremely important point; you arc taking a high —quality English course to get better em-
ployment in the future, not just to get a university grade!

Take this course only if you are fully willing to practice English conversation, in a loud
voice, with others. If you don't want Lo speak out loud, take some other course. In this class
you will be speaking English all the time. Your final grade depends70%on your class per-
formance, in every class. I will keep a record of your participation in every single class meet-
ing. This is a course for intellectual English conversation:; one can improve speaking ability,
similarly to playing piano, only by constant practice. This 18 true no matter how advanced
the student may bhe. Therefore, attendance is extremely lmportant, and the examinations
have minor effect on the final grade. Finally! Everyone in the class is equally able to get an "
A" in the class. because the final grade does not depend on the final examination. Even if a
student cannot speak English at all, he/she has as much a chance as the other students to
get an "A” because his final grade depends on his effort and his improvement in comparison
to his initial ability. B

We will probably use Rights, Themis Rescarch Group as our texthook. In the first class
meeting we will have a diagnostc test to determine the appropriate level of the class; do
not buy the text until after the first class. Also recommended is an English — Japanese dic-
tionary or an electronic dictionary. There will be some effort to absorb the vocabulary of
written English that vou probably do not know.
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