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[ know thy works,that thou art neither cold nor hot;l would
thou wert cold or hot.
BOOK OF REVELATION CHAPTER 3,VERSE 15

In those days | was still doing some traveling.

I had just left one country and entered another.Sleeping and
waking,] passed one day after the next in a cheap hotel in
the students’ quarter of the capital city.

It wos the beginning of summer,most of the inhabitants had
already gone south on vacation,and the city was
deserted,like a vast cemetery or an empty valley.

Every day,the rain bigan in the morning and the sky hung
low like an old,greasy wad of cotton.There was no warmth
or brilliance anywhere.

Summer was ailig wiht some terrible incontinent sickness
and there was nothing but the cold,wet and dark.

There was no sense of burgeoning life or growth.

That appealed to me.

A river flowed in front of the hotel,and a cathedral stood on
the opposite bank amid a grove of trees.

Whenever | looked,the river was a muddy gray—yellow and
dimpled by numerous raindrops,and the gargoyles of the
cathedral roof were drenched.

The gargoyles had frozen in the midst of turning arouud to
roar;having been stared at,they had turned into stone.

[ sat on the bed,sipping vodka,and wathched the circles
continuously expanding and then disappearing across the
surface of the yellow river.

And as | Stared,the fungus threads of the rain soon
vanished,and it seemed as though only one solid stream of
rain was falling.

I would become bored with it after a while and fall asleep.

Waking,I would go out to buy bread and ham,not even
stopping at bookshops,movie theaters,or restaurants. |
would return to eat in bed,and then sleep some more.

It seemed as though my body had disappeared and my brain
had melted away;

I could go on sleeping endlessy no matter how much I had
already slept.

The room was in a students’ boardinghouse.

The old wallpaper had been torn here and there,and was
streked with brown bloodstains,apparently traces of crushed
bedbugs.

The mirror in the bathroom had a large Y—shaped crack;
there was a bathtub,in which hot water was only
occasionally available.

A bed and a table crowded the room,so that one had to turn
sideways to pass between them.

Red curtains resembling bur—lap bags hung over the window.
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They imparted a blood-red cast to the entire
room,whenever 1 switched on the small,old,tulip—shaped
lamp,and the desertfaded out,leaving only a soft warm

Shadows of cliffs,forests,caves,and skies took from on the
walls and ceiling.

While watching, smoking a bitter cigarette made of pickled
black leaves wrapped in cornpaper,] would bigin to doze
lagain,although I had only just awakened.

No one knocked;no telehone rang; no books,no discussion.

Icontinued to sleep in my red cocoon.




My cheeks and stomach bulged with pale,flabby fat ,and
whenever I wokel felt as though I were wearing a mask.

Imprisoned in heavy flesh,I would try to digest the memories
of the past ten years,but I would only be overcome by
lassitude,and all difficulties and joys would lose their
substance,appearing like dusky shadows and distant
landscapes.

The lassitude prolifer—ated like a greenhouse vine that has
run over from a flowerpot onto the floor,and still continues
to grow even though it has not the strength to lift stem or

The vitality that evapo-rated from my body crawled over
the wolls, sprawled across the ceiling,filled the room,and
thrived like an internal confu—sion.

Strands of monologues, words, and concepts entangled
themselves wihtout any connection; they entwined, opened
leaves, and reached out with grasping tentacles.

When going out to buy bread, if the rain happened to
diminish, I would climb the gentle slope of the bouleard
leading to the park.

I took secret pleasure in waching one not—quite old man
working there. I would sit on a bench a little away from him.

Whenever I was in the city, I had to check whether he was
still in good health.

I had done so the previous year and also three years

He must have earned a fair living doing this same work over
the past several years; com—pared to the first time I
hadseen him, his abdomen had grown round and protruding,
and bags had formed under his eyes. His back was stooped.

But his art, which consists of swallow—ing and spitting out a
flog, which he sees pedestrians approaching,

He appears on the road,opens his mouth wide,and suddenly
dangles his large,thick tongue covered with yellow—green fur.

He places a frog on it and gulps it down.

He blinks his eyes,

raisis his right hand, and hits his potbelly fiercely wiht the
edge of his hand.

Water gushes out of his mouth, splashing all over,

and dumping out the frog. Covered with gastric slime, the
frog jumps around on the sand.

The man picks it up again and returns is to the fishbowl. T
hen he stretches out his open palm to the audience.

The spectators fumble in their pockets and place one or
two coins in the man’s hand and then leave absent—

Throughout the entire display,the man maintains his silence.

He dose not utter a sound,

not even a snicker.

He seems to earn a living by swallowing the frog and water
and spitting them out so many times a day.

He is not a deaf-mute, for I had spotted him drinking at a
bar, fishbowl at his side, talking and laughing with the

I wonder if he didn't live through the war, swallowing and
ejecting the frog for the masses of people who were rushing
about in confusion.

I wouldn’t be surprised if it were his intention to do so until
he died.

Anyway, I have decided to believe he will.

I feel content watching his total contempt.

I cannot help giving a sigh of relief.




I realize that there’'s a way out yet; and a way out such as
this.

I buy bread and ham at a store and return to my room, and
taking off the shirt and shoes I had just put on a few
minutes ago, I fall back into my bed.

The blanket has a mold, shaped by my body, and I fit right
back into the shell.

As soon as my cheek sinks into the pillow,drowsiness
begins to rise like smoke.

Bits and pieces, soft things, shapeless ob—jects again begin
to grow their leaves, stretch their vines, and fill the entire

Early one morning,I put on a windbreaker and went to the
railroad station.

It was empty and cold,and the night was still crawling in the
twilight of the street cornesrs, as though leaving

A large green shadow hung in the dark station and pink

glints of light from the restaurant sparkled; but the walls
were dismal and night and morning were surreptitiously

vying with each other.

The faces of men and women were either buried in wrinkles
or evaporating at the edges of coffee cups.

Many hitchhikers were crouched in sleep near the
restaurant entrance,resting their heads on knap—sacks or
dufflebags; a tacky smell like that of the dirt between toes,
rose from their hair and necks, and they kept thire waterry
eyes open blankly, dropping their chins on their chests and
retiring completely into their pubic—hair-like musutaches, in
ways that reminded one of soldiers who surrender before

I took a seat and asked for a hot rum.

As the drops of hot rum,giving off a delicious aroma soaked
into the softened, tired folds of my intestines, each drop felt
as though it were causing a flower to open.

Uuderneath the stagnant fatigue, came the first slow
stirring of anticipation.

Then it started to grow rapidly, minigling with the rum and
giving off vapors; it started to tower and began to hover
over me without showing its face.

She is coming by slieeping car; I wonder if she slept well ---

--- It's been ten years.

Roughly ten years.

Everything is vague.

I can't recapture it.

My lethargy is beginning to take the upper hand again,thogh
I am now in a crowd.

Just the day before yesterday,when she sent me a telegram
from the suburbs of the small capital of a meighboring
country, my memories were reliable.

I would pass the time in my blanket by constructing and
recon—structing her voice, eyes, and surroundings,
separating one scene and staring at it for hours.

In the midst of flashing faces of numerous other women,
one face loomed in the dusky light in front of them all.

She laughed, arching her white throat, bit her thin lips,
lowered her eyes, and brushed her hair from her forehead.

But now all I can see is a small, distant scence of the day
we parted, in the sweet aroma of the rum and the smoky
fog of cigarettes.

It was abut eight in the evening, at a suburban station in T
okyo.




Several times before, after meals and love—making,she had
intimated a determination to leave Ja—pan, but it was
nothing more than a vague hint.

She had not stated it as her cler intention, nor had she
explained any details of her plans.

I could only gather later, when her letters arrived from
abroad, that she had been at a loss,

not kouwing what to tell me even if she had wanted to
wanted to tell me anything at all.

















































































































































I canno longer distinguish one day from the next.[p89]

She stopped mentioning parties long ago.































Summer festers on.[p108]

Summer has become diseased rather than ripe.

Early in the morning,the chirping of birds is heard from the
direcyion of the forest,and the sunlight is filled with buoyant
excite—ment.


































We went to mountain lake.[p126]

“Bucktail” means the tail of a deer,but sometimes the
articial fly mede with hair from a buk’s tail is also given this




















































































































































[
There are so many.”

It was like a ghost ship.




I could not tell “over there”from “over here.”I no longer
knew whether the train was running or standing still.

Ten o'clock...tomorrow morning ...the plane to Vietnam.




